German versus Hun

I should be thankful if plagiarism were the greatest dis-
honesty which defiles German literature; but there are many
others, much more deeply rooted and more pernicious, com-
pared to which plagiarism is more or less what pocket-
picking is to the capital crimes. I mean that base contemp-
tuous spirit which makes personal interest the lodestar
whereas it should be the truth, and which under the mask of
examination furthers a tendencious opinion.

ARTHUR   SCHOPENHAUER,   1836

The first virtue of the Germans is a certain fidelity, a pon-
derous but touchingly magnanimous fidelity. The German
does battle for the worst of causes if he has received earnest-
money, or if he has merely promised his support in a state
of intoxication; he fights, in such cases, with a heartfelt
sigh, but he fights ; though his better conviction may utter
its protest in his heart, he cannot bring himself to desert the
colours, least of all if his party is in danger, or perhaps
encircled by a hostile and superior power.

HEINRICH HEINE,   1837

The knightly principle of honour is often the safe asylum,
in the great man, of dishonesty and wickedness, in the little
man of impudence, inconsiderateness and boorishness,
inasmuch as a vast number of very offensive tricks are
tolerated in silence, just because no one cares to risk his neck
in reprimanding them. Accordingly, we see that the duel is
most in fashion, and is practised with bloodthirsty solemnity,
in that very nation which has betrayed its lack of true
honesty in political and financial affairs : as for its place in
private intercourse, one has only, to ask those who have
experience of it. But as for their urbanity and good social
form, these have long been famous as a negative pattern.

ARTHUR  SCHOPENHAUER,   185!